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Mr. PENCE changed his vote from
z‘yeavs tO “nay.”

Messrs. ORTIZ and ADERHOLT
changed their vote from ‘nay” to
‘ﬁyea‘.77

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
regret that | was not present to vote on rollcall
votes Nos. 178, 179, 180, and 181 due to a
family medical matter. Had | been present, |
would have voted:

“Yea” on rollcall vote No. 178 on the Jour-
nal vote; “yea” on rollcall vote No. 179 on
agreeing to H. Res. 1083, providing for con-
sideration of the bill H.R. 2537, Beach Protec-
tion Act of 2008; “yea” on rolicall vote No. 180
on the motion to suspend the rules and agree
to H. Res. 1038, recognizing the fifth anniver-
sary of the Department of Homeland Security
and honoring the Department’'s employees for
their extraordinary efforts and contributions to
protect and secure our Nation; and “yea” on
rolicall vote No. 181 on agreeing to H. Res.
1092, relating to the consideration of the bill
H.R. 5274 to implement the United States-Co-
lombia Trade Promotion Agreement.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that all Members may have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 2537.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————

BEACH PROTECTION ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1083 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2537.

O 1404
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2537) to
amend the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act relating to beach moni-
toring, and for other purposes, with Ms.
DEGETTE in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered read the
first time.

The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Chairman, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Madam Chairman, I rise in strong
support of H.R. 2537, the Beach Protec-
tion Act of 2007. This legislation ex-
tends the authorization of appropria-
tions for the Beaches Environmental
Assessment and Coastal Health Act,
the BEACH Act, through 2012. First
signed into law in October 2000, the
BEACH Act has provided States, local
governments and tribes vital funding
for assessment and public notification
programs that monitor our coastal wa-
ters.

Over the years, the Subcommittee on
Water Resources and Environment has
held numerous hearings on EPA’s
BEACH program. In fact, the history of
the BEACH Act goes back to 1990 when
Congressman William Hughes of New
Jersey first introduced the Beaches En-
vironmental Assessment, Closure and
Health Act of 1990. I applaud his vision
for effective coastal water quality cri-
teria and public notification, as well as
the efforts of Congressman PALLONE
and Congressman BISHOP, the primary
sponsors of this legislation, to carry
forward this legacy.

As reported by the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, the
Beach Protection Act of 2007 increases
the annual authorization level for
State and local monitoring and notifi-
cation grants by $10 million and ex-
pands the eligible uses for grants under
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